
White Mountain Kids Created A Dragon in 1989  
By Carol Sletten  

Something extraordinary happened during a Summer Reading session at Larson Memorial 
Library in Lakeside twenty years ago. The children made up their own wonderful story, instead 
of having one read to them by an adult. I was the guest “writing teacher” that day. But it was the 
youngsters who truly created Lindsay the White Mountain Dragon. They made up the entire tale 
after having their imaginations sparked with a few simple questions. I asked, “Do you want your 
story to be about a whale, or a cowboy, or a fairy queen, or a dragon, or a horse, or a chicken, 
or…..?”  

“A dragon, a dragon!” someone shouted. The others wholeheartedly agreed.  
“OK,” I said. Is your dragon going to be good, or is it going to be a scary, mean old 

monster? After they discussed it and decided it should definitely not be scary and mean, a tiny 
girl piped up to say it should be a mama dragon.  And so it went. The characters and plot 
emerged from their active young minds. These children, some of them pre-readers, effortlessly 
added the kind of imaginative and unique details that accomplished adult authors might envy.  

After twenty years it still tickles me to read Lindsay the White Mountain Dragon and see 
the cover illustration created by one of the young authors. When I showed the story to Jessica 
Grey, our current librarian, she was charmed. We’d both like to know what those talented people 
are doing now, and perhaps host a 1989 Story Hour Authors’ Reunion at the library.  

Here are names of the young authors who signed the story: Britney, Janell Lee, Kenny, 
Jennie Wolfe, Cindy James, Kriss, Katiey, Jenny, Tara, Stephanie, Russell, Michelle, Angio, and 
Jonna Edwards.  The children’s’ Librarian was Sallie Woolfenden.  
    If you helped write Lindsay the White Mountain Dragon, please contact Jessica Grey at 
Larson Memorial Library, or email me though my website: www.OakHillStudio.com. 








	intro.pdf
	Lindsay the White Mountain Dragon

